AN ARTICLE

WORLD AIDS DAY 2003

The entire St. Camillus Karungu demonstrated their utmost concerns and commitments to the combat against HIV/AIDS and Stiga and Discrimination from Saturday 29th – Sunday 30th November 2003. They expressed their solidarity and compassion with the HIV positive people, people living with AIDS and children affected y AIDS in Kaungu division and the whole world. This was accomplished on the grounds of St. Camillus Dala Kiye situated at the deep southern shores of Lake Victoria. The Karungu community, gravely devastated by the impacts of AIDS was fully mobilized to mark the day and could not be left behind.

The participants who marked the 2003 World AIDS Day were drawn from all sectors of the community. These were school children, secondary school students, sportsmen, bussinesmen, fishermen, Musicians, artists, professionals, churches and both men and women, Young and old and the sick and healthy people. The total participants during the 2 days were approximately 1000 and 1500 on the first and second day respectively.

The government of Kenya was fully involved at all stages undertaking leading roles in delivering keynote speeches on stigma and Discrimination and spelling out the government efforts.

During the two days, free anonymous Voluntary Counseling and Testing [VCT] was conducted.  It was an opportunity for all participants to gain the knowledge of their HIV status and to be helped to explore their issues regarding HIV/AIDS. 92 people benefited from the VCT services during the two days.

Material and financial Contributions from the Karungu community and partners of Dala Kiye were overwhelming. Every individual participated selflessly during the two days to realize high level of secess.

The following specific activities were undertaken during the celebrations: -

	SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH 2003.

	TIME
	ACTIVITY
	REMARKS

	07:00

09:15
	· Participants began arriving in the compound.

· Setting up sites for VCT, HIV/AIDS information and education and announcement desk. 

· Registration of participating ball game teams.
	· The programme was delayed by late arrival of participants. Some were coming from distant places ie Sotik, Rongo, Suba and Homabay.

	09:15

09:20
	· Openning Ceremony
	· Fr. Emilio conducted the opening ceremony by delivering an oppening speech. 

	09:20

17:30
	· Exploration of Stigma and Discrimination.

· Giving information on HIV/AIDS and related issues through informative, educative and communicative materials.

· Conducting Counselling sessions and Sensitizing people on HIV/AIDS interventions

· Ball games – football, netball, and volleyball matches.

· Martial arts – tae kuo do

· Buyiny of the Lottery Tickets and Red Ribbons.

· Live testimony by HIV positive lady.

· Live testimony by an aged grandmother taking care and even breast-fed her grandchild.

· Keynote address by the area chief. .

· Songs, skits and verses on HIV/AIDS and Stigma and Discrimination.
	· Several activities were being conducted   concurently at respective venues during the day.

· All the siteswere busy.

· Only preliminary ball game matches were played.
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	SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH, 2003.

	TIME
	ACTIVITY
	REMARKS

	06:30

08:30
	· Mobilizing people and final arrangements for procession at Sori/Oodi beach.

· Registration of procession participants at Sori and Oodi baech
	· Response was generally low at Oodi beach.

· Response wase good ta sori.

	08:30

10:00
	· Flagging-off bicycle riding competition at Sori.

· Procession began from Sori and Oodi beach to St. Camillus Dala Kiye.

· Continuation of procession and bicycle riding competition to St. Camillus Dala Kiye.

· Arrival of the processions – bicycles and people at St. Camillus Dala Kiye.
	· The participants were more enthusiastic to see the cyclists and could not start the procession before the cyclists were flagged-off at Sori.

· The cyclists’ procession arrived before the walk procession. 12 out of 13 cyclists finished the race.

	10:10

11:00
	· Mass
	· Fr. Alex conducted the Mass. The attendace was overwhelming.

	11:00

13:20
	· Sensitization on HIV/AIDS interventions.

· Educative and informative speeches.

· HIV/AIDS prevention Educative and informative Music. 

· Songs, poems and verses.
	· The main speeches were delivered by the area chief, the community rep, and PMTCT rep, MOH St Camillu -Dr. Oteng’and the Director-Fr. Emilio

· Entertainments were provided by school Pupils, Orphans, PLWHAs, and musician Oguda OTC.

	13:20

17:30
	· Ball games – football, netball, and volleyball final matches.

· Exploration of Stigma and Discrimination.

· Giving information on HIV/AIDS and related issues through informative, educative and communicative materials.

· Sensitization on HIV/AIDS interventions.

· Martial arts – tae kuo do
	· Several activities were being conducted at different venues

	17:30

17:55
	· Presentation of awards to winners of ball games

· Presentation of awards to winners of bicycle competition.

· Lottery 

· Best lady award

· Clossing prayer and departure.
	· Winner teams in ball games from NO. 1, 2, & 3 were considered for awards.

· No. 1, 2, & 3 winning cyclists were awarded.

· Lottery was fairly conducted and the lucky participants won the prizes accordiongly.

· Sister Rose Ochuma won the Best Dressed Lady award.

· Fr. Emilio conducted the clossing prayers – Our LordWho At Heaven. 


